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REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Stafford 

Rural  District  Council. 


East  Gate, 

Stafford, 

April,  1931. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
health  of  the  Stafford  Rural  District  for  1930. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  issues  instructions  regarding 
annual  reports,  and  the  following  report  is  based  on  their 
requirements  and  arranged  according  to  their  schedule. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  . 54465  Acres 

Population — As  the  Registrar  GeneraTs  estimate  of 

the  population  of  this  district  will 
not  be  available  until  June,  the  sta¬ 
tistics  in  this  report  are  based  on  the 
esdmated  population  to  the  middle  of 
1929  .  9449 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  .  1,896 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1930)  ...  2,455 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £173 

The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Rural 
District  is  Agriculture.  A  minority  are  residents  whose  work 
takes  them  into  the  County  Town,  where  the  chief  indus¬ 
tries  are  Engineering  and  Shoe  Manufacturing. 
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Extracts  from  Vital 

Statistics 

of 

the  Year. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  ^  Legitimate  ...160 
Births  (  j,.  ...  ,  ^ 

77 

3 

83 

)  Birth  Rate  17’6 
/  per  1,000  of 

J  the  population. 

\ 

Rate  per  1,000 

Stillbirths  .  8 

4 

4 

total  births 

> 

47-8 

1 

Death  Rate  9  7 

Deaths  . 93 

45 

‘  per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institu¬ 
tions  : — No  institutions  in  the  District. 

Number  of  WoxMen  Dying  in,  or  in  Consequence  of 
Childbirth  : — 

From  Sepsis  ...  2.  From  other  causes  ...  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  per 
1,000  Live  Births  : — 65.8. 

Legitimate,  11  ;  Illegitimate,  Nil  ;  Total  deaths...  11 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  3/ears  of  age)  ...  i 

There  was  no  outstanding  cause  of  sickness  which  was 
specially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  year.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  occurring  in  this  District  during  1930  is  con¬ 
siderably  below  that  of  1929,  the  number  then  being  138, 
giving  a  death  rate  of  14.6. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  are  : — 

Herbert  Marson,  M.D.,  B.S.Durh.,  L.R.C.P.Lond., 
F.R.C.S.Eng.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (whole  time). 

James  W.  Cook,  M.R.S.L,  Certified  Meat  Inspector, 
Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time) . 

Hospitals. — There  are  no  hospitals  within  the  District. 
The  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary  in  the  County  Town 
is  available  for  residents  of  the  Rural  Area.  This  contains 
about  100  beds,  and  is  very  completely  equipped  with 
separate  medical,  surgical,  ophthalmic,  aural  and  laryngeal, 
and  X-ray  departments.* 
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The  Infirmary  of  the  Poor  Law  Institution  is  available 
for  the  less  acute  cases. 

*Bacteriological  examinations  are  conducted  at  the  County 

Council  Laboratories. 

Isolation  Hospital. — In  1912  an  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  Stafford  Corporation,  by  which  all  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Enteric  Fever,  occurring  in 
the  Rural  District,  should  be  treated  in  the  Borough  Iso¬ 
lation  Hospital.  The  Corporation  enlarged  their  premises 
to  provide  for  such  cases,  and  the  arrangement  works  satis¬ 
factorily. 

Small  Pox. — There  is  an  agreement  by  which  the  Rural 
District  Council  is  able  to  send  Small  Pox  cases  to  the  South 
Staffordshire  Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Moxley. 

Other  Institutional  Provision. — There  is  no  institu¬ 
tional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers  in  the  District.  Ac¬ 
commodation  is  provided  for  unmarried  maternity  cases  at 
the  Poor  Law  Infirmary  in  the  County  Town.  The  Public 
Assistance  Committee  provides  Cottage  Homes,  to  which 
residents  of  the  Rural  District  may  send  homeless  children. 

Midwives. — There  are  about  eight  in  the  District,  and 
they  are  supplied  by,  and  are  under  the  supervision  of,  the 
County  Council.  The  Midwives  also  act  as  health  visitors. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. — There  are  none  in 
the  District.  Certain  acute  abnormal  maternity  cases  are 
eligible  for  treatment  at  the  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — There  are  none  in 
the  District.  For  Tuberculosis  the  residents  may  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  the  services  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the  Staf¬ 
ford  Clinic. 

Venereal  cases  are  dealt  with  at  a  special  hospital  in 
W  ol  verhampton . 

Maternal  Mortality. — In  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  or 
puerperal  pyrexia,  all  investigations  are  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — For  Infectious  Cases  :  The 
Borough  Authorities  undertake  to  remove  these  cases  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  have  a  properly  equipped  motor 
ambulance.  For  Non-Inf ectious  and  Accident  Cases  :  The 
Borough  motor  ambulance  may  be  hired  for  these  cases, 
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Chemical  Work. — Bacteriological  specimens  are  sent 
direct  to  the  County  Council  Laboratory  by  the  practitioners 
concerned,  and  also  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as 
occasion  arises. 

Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District. 

1.  — Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  1889. 

2.  — Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Jan.  nth,  1913. 

3.  — Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part  3). 

Adopted  Aug.  3rd,  1895. 

4.  — Public  Health  Act,  1925  (certain  Sections  of  Parts 
IL,  HI.,  and  IV.).  Came  into  operation  ist  Feb.,  1927. 

5.  — Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

6.  — Milk  and  Dairies  Act  and  Orders. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

A  wave  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  passed  over  the  District, 
but  has  not  been  confined  to  any  particular  Parish.  The 
increase  in  number  of  cases  appears  to  be  in  common  with  the 
surrounding  districts. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Diphtheria  cases  in  the  District. 

Pneumonia  has  been  generally  notified. 

Measles  and  Chicken  Pox  are  not  now  notifiable  in  this 
District. 

No  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  have  occurred  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

The  practitioners  in  the  District  have  made  full  use  of 
the  privileges  accorded  to  them  of  having  bacteriological 
specimens  examined  by  the  County  Analyist.  No  use  has 
been  made  in  the  District  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  in 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively. 

There  have  been  no  primary  vaccinations,  or  re-vaccina¬ 
tions,  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the 
Public  Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

Every  case  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  schools  is 
fully  notified  to  me  by  the  Head  Teacher. 

No  cases  of  Anthrax  or  Rabies  in  human  beings  have 
occurred  during  the  year. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1930. 


DISKAvSE 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox  .. 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

35 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

10 

1 

Enteric  F'ever  ... 

1 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

Puerperal  P'ever... 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia . 

7 

2 

Encephalitis  Eethargica 

Nil 

1 

Flrysipelas... 

1 

Nil 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Noii- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . 

1  . 

5  . 

10  . 

15 

1 

20  . 

1 

1 

25  . 

2 

1 

35  . 

3 

2 

1 

45  . 

1 

1 

1 

55  . 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Totals 

8 

8 

1 

3 

3 
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Regarding  the  notification  of  Tuberculosis,  this  is  far 
from  being  complete,  and  the  number  of  cases  has  to  be 
gleaned  from  various  sources,  including  the  Registrar  of 
Deaths.  The  neglect  is  not  wilful,  but  in  some  cases  there 
is  a  degree  of  indifference  in  readiness  to  notify. 

Special  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Housing. — There  still  continues  in  most  of  the  Parishes 
a  dearth  of  cottages  suitable  for,  and  within  the  reach  of, 
the  agricultural  labourer.  Hitherto,  those  built  have  been 
beyond  the  means  of  this  class,  and  have  consequently  been 
occupied  by  town  workers,  foi;  whom  they  were  never  in¬ 
tended.  The  type  of  house  required  is  one  containing  two 
living  rooms  and  three  bedrooms,  built  simply  and  economi¬ 
cally,  and  with  the  subsidy  from  the  State  and  the  Council, 
this  t3/pe  could,  I  think,  be  erected  to  be  practically  self- 
supporting. 

Water-Logged  Valley. — I  wish  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  the  water-logged  and  constantly  flooded 
area  of  land,  abutting  on  the  Sowe,  and  lying  between 
Great  Bridgford  and  the  Town  Mills  at  Stafford. 

At  an  enquiry  held  some  two  or  three  years  ago  between 
the  Sowe  and  Penk  Drainage  Commissioners  and  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Stafford  Corporation,  I  produced  statistics  show¬ 
ing  the  frequent  occurrence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  inhabitants 
residing  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  river  Sowe  in  this 
district,  and  also  the  remarkable  contrast  of  non-occurrence 
of  this  disease  in  residents  living  in  villages  no  further  than 
about  a  mile  distant  from  such  water-logged  valley. 

The  water  in  this  valley  is  being  held  up  by  the  authori¬ 
ties  of  the  Stafford  Town  Council  for  two  reasons.  Partly 
that  a  suppl}/  of  water  can  be  utilised  in  connection  with 
cooling  processes  required  by  the  electricity  works,  and  partly 
that  a  supply  of  water  may  be  sufficient  to  carry  off  certain 
drainage  from  the  Borough. 

In  the  interests  of  the  health  of  the  residents  on  the  banks 
of  the  Sowe  it  is  desirable  that  this  menace  should  be  re¬ 
moved  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Berkswich  Sewerage  Disposal. — The  erection  of 
houses  in  this  Parish  continues  at  a  progressive  pace,  and  the 
question  of  the  sewerage  disposal  is  becoming  a  pressing  need. 
The  matter  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council, 
but  at  the  present  time  nothing  definite  is  being  done  in  the 
matter. 
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The  sub-soil  varies  between  heavy  clay  and  gravel.  In 
the  latter  the  effluent  is  satisfactorily  dealt  with,  but  in  the 
former  the  nature  of  the  clay  sub-soil  precludes  any  absorp¬ 
tion  of  any  effluent,  and  in  these  cases  it  becames  a  menace  to 
health,  and  the  whole  question  should  be  dealt  with  without 
further  delay,  as  it  certainly  eventually  will  have  to  be. 

HERBERT  M ARSON, 

M.D.,  B.S.Durh.,  LRCP.Lond.,  F.R.C.S.Eng. 


» 
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REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

The  4  inch  water  main  was  extended  to  Coley,  Colwich, 
thus  making  tap-water  available  for  five  farms  and  five  cot¬ 
tages.  An  extension  was  also  made  from  Great  Haywood  to 
Little  Tixall  to  supply  some  four  cottages. 

During  the  year  thirteen  samples  of  water  were  analysed. 
Of  these,  ten  were  passed  as  suitable,  and  it  is  being  urged 
that  tap-water  should  be  laid  on  in  the  other  three  cases. 

A  large  area  is  supplied  by  the  Stafford  Borough  Council, 
which  does  its  own  testing. 

The  Stafford  County  Council  supply  a  number  of  small 
holdings.  Testing  by  this  authority  is  periodically  carried  out. 

The  Ingestre  Estate  has  its  own  pumping  plant,  and  sup¬ 
ply  a  considerable  number  of  houses  belonging  to  the  Estate. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  pollution  of 
streams. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Extensions  of  the  Stafford  Borough  Sewer  have  been 
made  in  the  Eccleshall  and  Newport  Roads  district,  for  the 
purpose  of  draining  some  forty  houses  already  built,  and 
for  future  development. 

Where  sewers  are  not  available,  drainage  is  made  to 
semi-septic  tanks,  or  cesspits,  and  on  the  whole  there  are 
very  few  complaints. 

Closet  Accommodation. — 

Approximately  the  figures  are  — i,i88  water  closets, 
1,036  pans,  and  231  privies.  Each  householder  is  required 
to  cleanse  his  premises,  including  earth-closets,  privies,  cess¬ 
pits,  and  ashpits. 

Scavenging. 

Ashtips  are  provided  in  various  parts  of  the  District  and 
lately  additional  ashtips  have  been  provided  in  Tixall,  Little 
Tixall,  Stowe,  Weston  and  Salt. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 

Houses  reconditioned  under 
Workers)  Act,  2. 

Houses  Dilapidated 

Drainage  Defects  ... 

Slaughter  House  Inspection 

Knackers  Yard  Inspection 

Butchers’  Shop  Inspection 

Grocers’  Shops  Inspection 

Dairy  Farms  Inspected  ... 

Bake  Houses  Inspected  ... 

Tuberculosis  Cases 

Urinals  to  Cleanse 

Sewer  Cleansed 

Pumps  out  of  Order 

Public  Houses  Reconditioned  ... 

Cowsheds  Reconditioned 

Cowshed  Floors  Improved 

Notice  to  Cleanse  Cows  ... 


the  Housing  (Rural 

...  19,  Repaired  14 

15,  Remedied  15 

...  89 

...  9 

...  24 

...  8 

•••  347 
...  28 

...  7 

...  4 

I 

•••  5 

...  II 

...  12 — 12  Farms. 

...  10 

...  14 


Smoke  Abatement. 

There  are  three  factory  chimneys  ; — 

1.  The  Colwich  Brick  and  Tile  Works. 

2.  The  Milford  Pumping  Station. 

3.  The  United  Dairies  at  Weston. 

These  all  practically  consume  their  own  smoke,  and  a 
complaint  from  Weston  was  promptly  rectihed. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled  by 
Byelaws  or  Regulations. 

The  Stafford  County  Council  has  adopted  Byelaws  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  disposit  of  litter  in  streets,  highways,  public  places 
and  vacant  common  lands.  The  Rural  District  Council  has 
accordingly  had  notice  boards  erected,  displaying  the  County 
Fjyelaws,  with  wire  receptacles  attached  for  waste  paper  and 
general  litter  on  Milford  Chase. 
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Schools. 

The  sanitaiy  condition  of  schools  is  well  maintained,  and 
the  following  elementar}/  schools  are  supplied  with  tap  water 
from  the  Borough  mains  Berkswick,  Rickerscote,  Hyde 
Lea,  and  Colwich. 

The  Marston  school  is  served  by  the  County  Council’s 
plant. 

The  remaining  schools  depend  on  well  water. 

Housing. 

N umber  of  N ew  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  43 

With  State  Assistance  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  and  the  number  of  inspections 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 
corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Re¬ 
gulations,  1925,  and  the  number  of  inspections 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  23 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notice  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  ht  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  20 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  i 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  re¬ 
medied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

C — Proceedings  under  Sections  ii,  14,  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925  ; 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  ht  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  14 

Built  in  1918 

Houses  built  since  1918  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Housing  Conditions. 

At  the  end  of  1930  there  were  2,455  houses,  of  which 
1,755  3-re  substantially  built  and  tenanted,  principally  by 
the  well-to-do  population.  1,400  of  these  houses  are  prac¬ 
tically  new.  The  remaining  1,700  are  mainly  cottages,  be¬ 
tween  twenty  or  one  hundred  years  old,  which  by  repairing 
and  reconditioning  are  in  a  fair  condition.  As  they  get  dila¬ 
pidated  the  Council  take  action,  and  make  a  closing  order, 
but  more  generally  the  owners  have  them  reconditioned. 
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'J'he  prevailing  forms  of  defects  are  : — 

1.  Want  of  damp  coursing. 

2.  Gable  ends  4^in.  thick.  These  are  rendered  in 
cement  when  required. 

3.  Outside  soil  banked  up  to  house  walls.  An  area  is 
usually  required  here. 

4.  General  dilapidation  of  walls,  roofs,  and  chimneys. 
Windows  which  will  not  open.  Insufficient  window 
lighting,  paving  and  drainage. 

5.  There  were  two  cases  of  over  crowding  reported  in 
1930- 

Most  of  the  vicarages  in  the  District  have  been  recon¬ 
ditioned,  and  improvements  made  in  the  drainage  system. 

Many  of  the  public  houses  have  been  reconditioned  and 
improved,  special  attention  being  given  to  drainage  and  to 
the  sanitary  accommodation  for  both  sexes. 

Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses. 

See  also  special  report  by  the  Midical  Officer  of  Health. 

It  is  estimated  that  : — 

8  New  houses  are  required  at  Weston. 

2  New  houses  are  required  at  Salt  to  obviate  over¬ 
crowding. 

4  New  houses  are  required  at  Haughton  to  replace  old 
cottages. 

During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a  steady  growth 
of  residential  houses  in  those  parts  of  the  Rural  District 
abutting  on  the  Borough.  At  the  census  made  in  1921  the 
population  of  this  District  was  11,070,  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  this  number  included  over  2,000  troops  then 
quartered  at  Brocton,  since  withdrawn. 

Generally  speaking,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  providing 
suitable  sites  for  new  houses,  land  being  usually  available 
in  the  District  for  this  purpose. 
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Overcrowding. 

Two  cases  were  reported  during  1930,  the  cause  being 
inability  to  find  accommodation  within  the  means  of  the 
occupants. 

Fitness  oe  Houses. 

There  is  little  difficulty  experienced  with  the  large  pro¬ 
perty  owners,  but  the  small  owner-occupier  has  little  money 
to  spare  for  reconditioning. 

Notices,  or  verbal  requests,  of  lists  of  repairs  are  given  to 
owner,  and  he  is  also  informed  of  the  alternative  powers 
possessed  by  the  Council,  or  time  is  always  given  for  the 
owner  to  make  the  property  fit  in  all  respects. 

Approximately  one  half  of  the  houses  have  no  interior 
water  supply.  The  other  half  is  supplied  by  tap-water  from  : 

(1)  The  Stafford  Borough  mains. 

(2)  The  County  Council's  private  plant. 

(3)  The  Ingestre  Estate  private  plant. 

Approximately  there  are  1,188  water  closets  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict. 

Byelaws. 

There  are  no  byelaws  relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgings, 
or  for  tents,  etc. 

There  have  been  no  particular  difficulties  experienced 
in  housing  administration.  The  improvement  in  housing 
conditions  has  been  going  on  steadily  for  some  time. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  481  farms  registered  with  their  dairies  and 
cowsheds,  and  the  number  of  milking  cows  would  average 
10,000.  On  II  farms,  the  cowsheds  were  reconditioned,  and 
on  10  farms  the  floors  of  cowsheds  were  laid  to  a  section, 
with  a  view  to  greater  cleanliness. 

The  taking  of  samples  and  bacteriological  examinations 
are  undertaken  by  the  County  Council,  as  also  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order,  1923.  The  administration  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  is  being  carried  out  satis¬ 
factorily,  and  the  amount  expended  by  owners  on  dairy 
premises  is  very  considerable, 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

During  1930  there  were  two  registered  and  eight  licensed 
slaughter-houses.  There  were  89  inspections,  made  as  far  as 
possible  at  times  of  slaughtering,  and  usually  the  meat  was  of 
good  quality.  The  five  small  butchers’  shops  were  regularly 
inspected,  and  are  well  kept.  The  several  grocers’  shops  are 
inspected  and  found  clean. 

Adulterations. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is 
undertaken  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 


J.  W.  COOK, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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